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Abstract: As a basic teaching form of morality and rule of law lessons in primary school, activity plays a significantly 

importance role in mobilizing the students’ enthusiasm and subjective initiative. By participating in a variety of activities, 

students can improve their knowledge structure and enrich their life experience, thereby promoting the formation of students' 

correct concepts and good qualities. There are massive activities which can be designed by teachers to trigger students' creativity 

and enhance their practical ability. In this paper, methods, openness, integration of activities as well as how to conduct the 

activities are investigated. In general, the activities of morality and rule of law lessons in primary schools mainly include: 

observation activities, investigation activities, discussion activities, visit activities, production activities, planting activities, 

breeding (feeding) activities, exchange activities, participation in ceremonial activities, filial piety activities, environmental 

protection activities. These activities can be arranged before, during or after class by combination with other activities, such as 

class activities, school activities, festival activities and family activities. Based on different themes of teaching, it is suggested 

that teachers can conduct these activities by direct activities or communication activities. It is widely acknowledged that the 

activities of a class often exist in a comprehensive way. The development of activities can achieve the best teaching results by 

taking the teaching content and the actual situation of the class into consideration. 
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1. Introduction 

In recent years, as an important part of primary school 

education in China, morality and rule of law lessons are 

prominent in many courses. Teachers should focus on the 

actual life and psychological needs of primary school 

students, and solve the relationship with themselves, with 

others, with the collective, with the country and society [1-2]. 

With a view to the healthy growth and all-round development 

of students, teachers should take on the educational mission 

given by the times [3-4]. 

A notable feature of morality and rule of law lessons is 

focusing on the connection between students’ life 

experience and social practice. The aim of this course is 

mainly to provide students' experience, perception and 

automatic construction during the activities under the 

guidance of the teachers. By participating in a variety of 

activities, students can evidently improve their knowledge 

structure and enrich their life experience, thereby promoting 

the formation of students' correct concepts and good 

qualities [5-6]. 

Therefore, in classroom teaching, teachers are supposed 

to follow practical principles, take students as the 

foundation, and design classroom practical activity 

programs around the problems in students' lives, so as to 

help students profoundly understand and master the 

requirements and norms of social life [7]. Excellent 

practical activity design can not only help stimulate 

students' interest in learning and attract students to 

participate in active inquiry, but also promote the 

formation of their good behavior habits [8]. As a result, 

the four basic characteristics of morality and rule of law 

lessons consist of activity, daily life, comprehensiveness, 

and openness. The activity has also become the basic form 

of teaching and learning in moral and rule of law courses. 

In this paper, methods, openness, integration of activities 

as well as how to conduct the activities are systematically 

investigated. 
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2. Methods of Activities 

Considering that there are different contents and meanings, 

activities can be classified into several kinds. Generally, the 

activities of morality and rule of law lessons in primary 

schools mainly include: observation activities, investigation 

activities, discussion activities, visit activities, production 

activities, planting activities, breeding (feeding) activities, 

exchange activities, participation in ceremonial activities, 

filial piety activities, environmental protection activities. 

Through these methods, students interact with the 

environment and collaborate with their classmates to gain 

personal experience and feelings about themselves, others, 

nature and society, and hence triggering their creativity and 

enhancing practical ability effectively. 

It should be noted that the left behind children (students) in 

rural areas caused by population flow has become a social 

problem that cannot be ignored [9-10]. Although the number 

of the left behind children in rural areas in China has 

gradually decreased in recent years, the number of left behind 

children in rural areas still exceeded 10 million in 2017, as 

displayed in Figure 1. The decrease of parents' company and 

neglect of education are the biggest reasons for most left 

behind children to become problem children. Many parents 

are going closer to their children with the economy slows and 

more and more cities tries to make more jobs in the inland 

economy [11-12]. That means they can see their children as 

often as every few weeks, rather than only once a year or less. 

And technology can put parents in touch with their offspring 

relatively inexpensively. From the perspective of these left 

behind children, however, active participation in different 

activities can efficiently reduce their loneliness and help 

them interact with peers while building correct outlook on 

life, value as well as the world. 

 

Figure 1. Changes in the number of children receiving compulsory 

education in China from 2013 to 2017. 

3. Openness of Activity Time 

According to the arrangement system of morality and rule 

of law lessons in primary schools and children's cognitive 

laws, activities can be arranged before the class. For example, 

based on the textbook “Morality and Rule of Law” approved 

by Chinese Ministry of Education in 2017, students from 

Grade Two are encouraged to plant a peanut with the 

guidance of their parents, and they can also plant sprouted 

potatoes and flowers purchased online. Through planting 

activities, they can learn to plant correctly under the guidance 

and communication of family members and classmates, learn 

to write planting notes, experience the process of plant 

growth, and then love the fruits of others' labor and cherish 

the life of plants. When teaching this lesson, the activity 

becomes communication activity between teachers and 

students. If there is no planting activity before the course, the 

curriculum objectives are not achieved in children's 

experience, perception, and active construction, making the 

teaching activities in this lesson impossible. 

Activities can also be carried out during the class. For 

instance, teachers and students can participate in the 

activities of greeting cards and caring walls arranged in "New 

Year's Gifts" class (the 16th class of the textbook “Morality 

and Rule of law” approved by Chinese Ministry of Education 

in 2016). In this kind of production activities, students can 

learn to write blessings in accordance with their identity and 

raise hopes according to different objects. 

Likewise, activities can be conducted after class. In the 

"Doing housework" class, the activities can be changed in 

time and place. There is another trick that teachers can 

arrange for the children to return to their own home to have 

an "exam". Students are inquired to take out their own 

clothes and review the method of folding clothes, which is 

instrumental in obtaining practical ability and rich life 

experience. 

Flexible scheduling of activity time is conducive to 

opening the barrier between family, community and 

classroom. The non-enclosed class model helps students 

broaden their horizons and enrich their mind. 

4. Integration of Activities 

Based on different life situations/activities, moral and rule 

of law courses can be divided into different areas, as 

illustrated in Table 1. Studying in different fields can help 

students form a good outlook on life. 

Table 1. Main scenarios in moral and rule of law courses. 

Primary school Junior middle school 

My healthy growth Individual 

My family life Family 

My school life School 

Our community life Society 

Our national life Country 

Our common life World 

It is a continuous development process for student to form 

their character and behavior habits and accumulate 

knowledge and experience in their lives [13]. As a result, 

strengthening the integration and continuity between 
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educational activities is essential for improving the 

effectiveness of the curriculum. The activities of morality and 

rule of law lessons should be combined with other activities 

that students involved in, as shown in Figure 2. 

 

Figure 2. The activities of morality and rule of law lessons can be combined 

with other activities. 

(1) Class activities. There is no doubt that it should be 

combined with class activities, such as class rules and 

dressing up the classroom. By combining with the class 

adviser, the teachers can guide the students to participate in 

these activities to maximize the effect of the teaching 

activities. 

(2) School activities. It should be combined with school 

activities, such as caring for public property, not throwing 

things around, learning to line up and so on. In school 

activities, the effect of teaching activities on the habits of 

students can be checked effectively. Through the school 

activities, feedback on the effect of teaching activities can be 

obtained to further guide and teach the students. The courses 

can continuously influence children's real life by combining 

the requirements of teaching activities as well as school 

activities. 

(3) Community activities. In general, there are some 

similarities between safety education activities, theme 

recreational activities and morality and rule of law. Teachers 

can take advantage of these similarities and combine them 

with community activities so that children can gain 

deepening experiences. 

(4) Festival celebration. Teachers can use national day to 

educate and guide children to strengthen patriotic feelings 

and establish lofty aspirations. At present, many parents and 

teachers tend to pay more attention to intellectual education 

than moral education for students' growth and regard 

patriotic education for them as a matter of school, which is 

wrong. Class is the cell of society and the social window of 

life. The quality of patriotic education directly affects the 

healthy growth of children. Therefore, students have 

responsibilities and obligations to do a good job in patriotic 

education for their students. Also, students can understand 

the origin and customs of the Mid-Autumn festival and 

master and understand the poems and verses about the 

Mid-Autumn Festival. 

(5) Other disciplines. The activities of making greeting 

cards, as mentioned in section 2, can be integrated with the 

art discipline. The greeting cards made by students can be 

more artistic, appreciative and collectible. Our life in 

Qingming can be also integrated with information technology 

course. Through the online activities of sacrificing heroes, 

the memorial ceremony for ancestors is organically combined 

with the love and reverence for heroes, which is beneficial 

for cultivating students' patriotic feelings and spread positive 

energy. 

(6) Family activities. Students spend a long time in the 

family, have blood and family ties with their families while 

having family members to accompany and guide them in 

activities. Family education and school education can also be 

well combined. Children can go to school with the company 

of their families, so as to understand what is on the road, 

what needs attention, how children think and what their 

families require. Through the "stampede" activities with 

family members, communication activities in the classroom, 

and discussion activities among students, children will 

understand that there are various dangers on the way to 

school and establish a sense of safety. 

5. How to Conduct the Activities 

5.1. Direct Activities 

According to the theme of teaching, teachers can directly 

arrange students' activities, so that students can experience in 

the activities. In activities, children's emotions, attitudes, 

cognitive abilities, moral habits and behavior habits, learning 

methods and characteristics are fully displayed and gradually 

formed. These activities include the making of greeting cards, 

the experience of the meaning of ringing tones, the 

arrangement of classrooms, the singing of the national 

anthem, the poetry recitation activities related to the 

Mid-Autumn Festival, etc. Such activities account for the 

vast majority in morality and rule of law lessons. 

5.2. Communication Activities 

Communication activities are arranged before class and the 

activity cycle is relatively long. Students gain a lot through 

speculation, imagination, observation, record and discovery. 

After activities, students can share their findings and 

experiences with others in class under the supervision of the 

teachers. This kind of activity comprises the planting and 

breeding activities as well as the way students go to school 

accompanied by their families. If the condition permits, 

students may take photos and make slides to make the class 

more attractive. 

Activities are of importance in morality and rule of law 

lessons in primary schools, but they can't be just a simple 

form. Activity design by teachers must be based on the 
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students' real life and attack their enthusiasm, making the 

classroom alive. 

It is widely acknowledged that the activities of a class 

often exist in a comprehensive way [14-15]. The 

development of activities can achieve the best teaching 

results by taking the teaching content and the actual situation 

of the class into consideration. 

6. Conclusion 

In this study, methods, openness, integration of activities, 

as well as how to conduct the activities are systematically 

investigated. Based on the results, following conclusions are 

achieved: 

(1) The activities of morality and rule of law lessons in 

primary schools mainly include observation activities, 

discussion activities, visit activities, production activities and 

so on. 

(2) These interesting activities can be arranged before, 

during or after class by combination with other activities, 

such as class activities, school activities, festival activities 

and family activities. 

(3) Based on different themes of teaching, it is suggested 

that teachers can conduct these activities by direct activities 

or communication activities. The development of activities 

can achieve the best teaching results by taking into account 

the teaching content and the actual situation of the class. 
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